UN peacekeeping missions have evolved from the small missions of barely 300 personnel in the wake of WWII to the large comprehensive missions with more than 20,000 military personnel and complex mandates. Peacekeepers are now deployed into challenging situations involving intra-state protracted conflicts in institutionally weak states. They are also given broader and more comprehensive mandates to complete a wide range of tasks involving local actors both at the elite and the grassroots levels. Whereas originally peacekeeping aimed to secure the objectives of the major powers -that is, the Permanent Five of the UN Security Council -and national elites, its focus now firmly includes civilians caught up in the fighting and suffering the consequences of poorly governed or failed states. In effect, this has raised the bar for peacekeeping.
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In light of the increased expectations of what constitutes a successful UN
peacekeeping mission, what evidence exist to support the belief that peacekeeping is an effective tool of conflict resolution? Given the complexity of contemporary missions, we may have expected peacekeeping to fail more often. Indeed, the conventional wisdom is that UN is ineffective.
A growing body of research has aimed to address this issue (Diehl 1993, Diehl and Druckman 2010) . The early literature on UN peacekeeping was largely (comparative) case studies examined the legal framework of peacekeeping and the management of peacekeeping operations (Durch et al. 2003; Paris 1997 Paris , 2004 ).
Much of this work used UN operational criteria as the yardstick by which to judge 2 effectiveness-such as mission mandates, deployment times, and financial and material support (Pushkina 2006 , Howard 2008 .
Later, quantitative work moved beyond these criteria to examine how UN peacekeeping missions affect long-term outcomes. While some studies were pessimistic about UN effectiveness on the reoccurrence of conflict (e.g., Diehl, Reifschneider, and Hensel 1996) , others found encouraging results under specific circumstances Sambanis 2000, 2006) or when selection effects and conflict attributes taken into account (Fortna 2003 , 2004 , 2008a , 2008b , Gilligan and Sergenti 2008 .
More recent work has refined our conceptions of UN peacekeeping effectiveness even further. This new research has largely focused on how UN peacekeeping missions might address urgent, ongoing conflict attributes as well as other immediate conflict outcomes. The ability of the UN to successfully save lives during violence and to limit the diffusion of conflict has been the focus of a growing body of empirical research Goldstein 2011 ). Hultman, Kathman, and Shannon (2013 , 2014 show that peacekeepers protect civilians against oneside violence highlighting the increasingly humanitarian role of peacekeepers.
Increasing availability of data with detailed information on deployment and activities of peacekeepers has encouraged researchers to examine their impact subnationally. Gizelis (2016, 2017) show that robust peacekeeping limits the conflict episodes in specific localities, while Gleditsch and
Beardsley (2015) demonstrate how peacekeeping can contain conflict from spreading geographically and engulfing countries.
In effect, much of this literature suggests that peacekeeping 'works' if it contributes to a negative peace, where peace is simply the absence of conflict. In 3 short, in the empirical literature, peace is often simply defined as a situation without battle related deaths , Diehl 2016 . (Gilligan and Sergenti, 2008) . In summary, and in the aggregate, each of these papers points to the promise of robust and properly outfitted UN peacekeeping operations to help bring about better outcomes in the different stages of conflict.
